Zine Teaching Module

Create a zine about prison agriculture in the US using one key concept (e.g. racial capitalism,
criminalization, labor, discipline, abolition, etc.). You can bring in other concepts, but if you do,
clarify how you are connecting concepts. The zine can focus on broad conditions (e.g.
agriculture as a work requirement, the political economy of prison agriculture), specific
conditions (e.g. a case of workplace abuse or injury on a prison farm), or the connections
between macro and micro prison agriculture conditions. The zine can also focus on specific
places, time periods, the links between prison agriculture and other ethnoracial, class, and gender
inequities, and more. Ultimately, the zine should offer a form of analysis and critique. Think
about what you are interested in and how to focus your interest into the format of a zine. Make
sure the zine is at least 10 pages.

1. Draft an outline of what each page of the zine will communicate.

2. Each page should advance a clear narrative. Make sure that you identify the concept that
informs your analysis of prison agriculture early on and advance a story that
communicates its significance.

3. While the zine can and should include narrative elements, also include data visualizations
(plots, infographics, word clouds, etc.) using a combination of data from the Prison
Aagriculture Lab and other data tied to carcerality in the US. Zines should be creative, so
include pictures, collages, mashups, and/or other visual techniques.

4. Format the zine according to instructions in the resources below. You can create the zine
in either a physical or digital format.

5. Turn in a physical and digital version of the zine (digitally scan the physical version/
print the digital version)

How To Make a Zine

Making Zines: What Are Zines?

Electric Zine Maker. See also https://observer.com/2021/03/electric-zine-maker-diy-open-souce-
tool/)

Examples
Anchor Zine Archive Library

Direct Action for Prison Abolition
Prisons Zines
Counter-Cartographies Collective Zine

Resources
Prison Writing Archives
Prison Writers



https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/project/170141/version/V1/view
https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/project/170141/version/V1/view
https://nhresearch.lonestar.edu/Zines/WhatAreThey
http://unicornycopia.com/ezm/
https://observer.com/2021/03/electric-zine-maker-diy-open-souce-tool/
https://observer.com/2021/03/electric-zine-maker-diy-open-souce-tool/
https://anchorarchive.org/
https://directactionzine.communityjusticeexchange.org/index.html
https://www.sproutdistro.com/catalog/zines/prisons/
https://www.countercartographies.org/wp-content/files/budget_cuts_zine_v1_1_booklet_high_res.pdf
https://libguides.northwestern.edu/abolition/prison-writing
https://prisonwriters.com/
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